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The Sun Shines on Us

In This Chapter
# The Sun compared with Earth
¢ How to watch the Sun safely
¢ What the quiet Sun is like daily

¢ What is above the Sun’s visible surface

Whether or not you can find Orion, Andromeda, or other constellations,
you can surely find the Sun in the sky. It’s up in the daytime, so you don’t
even have to stay up late to see it. The ease of finding the Sun is but one
of many reasons why the Sun is the most interesting astronomical object.
Unlike the stars, the Sun noticeably changes from day to day, so there is
always something going on up there. Furthermore, these changes on the
Sun sometimes lead to explosions that end up affecting us on Earth. So
although stars and galaxies are part of our universe, the Sun is an impor-
tant part of our backyard.

Parts of the Sun

We on Earth have our feet on the ground but our heads in the air. The
Sun’s “ground” isn’t as sturdy as our Earth’s because the Sun is a giant ball




