Our Sun: Looking Good

In This Chapter
# What color is the Sun?
¢ Why is the sky blue, and why are sunsets red?
¢ What is the green flash and how does the Sun make rainbows?
¢ When does the Sun cause static on your radio?

¢ What is the Sun’s spectrum like?

The Sun is too bright to safely look at it directly. We know, nonetheless,
that it has its own color. Furthermore, it causes lots of colors around the
sky. In this chapter, we discuss several aspects of the shining Sun.

What Is White?

The human eye is a wonderful sensor. When it sees a white page, it teams
up with your brain to make it seem white, even when its color changes
slightly. For example, light at sunset is reddish, but a notebook page that
you hold up in the air will still look white to you.

The Sun gives off light all across the spectrum. The shortest wavelengths
of light that we perceive are violet, somewhat longer wavelengths are blue,




