Chapte

The Death of the Sun

In This Chapter

¢ The Sun will swell
# The Sun will be a beautiful nebula

4 The Sun won’t be a supernova

4 The Sun will be a cinder

We live our lives on a planet orbiting a middle-aged star. The Sun has
been shining for about five billion years, and we have about another five
billion years to go. From watching other stars more advanced than ours,
we can tell what will happen. It’s like watching our future.

Red Giants and Yellow Dwarfs

About 90 years ago, two scientists independently plotted measures of
temperature and brightness for a bunch of stars on a graph. One, Henry
Norris Russell of Princeton University, corrected his values for brightness
to take into account how far the individual stars were from us. After all,
something can look bright either because it is really bright or because it is
merely very close. The other, Ejnar Hertzsprung, a Danish astronomer




