To Be in the Moon's Shadow

In This Chapter

¢ Africa and Turkey may be clear in 2006
¢ Waiting for the big one
¢ Across amber waves of grain

¢ How to view and photograph eclipses

Reminiscing about past eclipses is fun. Members of a Solar Eclipse Mailing
List on the Internet send messages back and forth all the time with images
and reports. But planning for future eclipses may be even more fun.

What Does the Future Bring?

In this chapter, we discuss several total eclipses:
¢ November 23, 2003, in Antarctica
¢ April 8, 2005, in the Pacific
¢ March 29, 2006, in Africa and Turkey, and farther into Asia

¢ August 1, 2008, from northern Canada across Greenland, to Siberia,
Mongolia, and China

¢ July 22, 2009, the longest eclipse in the saros

& August 21, 2017, the next total eclipse to cross the United States
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Only in Antarctica

The Earth has seven continents, but even regular travelers usually don’t visit more
than six. The seventh, Antarctica, is remote and cold. But it has become an important
scientific site. The continent is a high plateau in its middle, and the air over the South
Pole is very dry, making it a desirable place to carry out certain kinds of astronomical
observations.

The closer to the South Pole you get, of course, the longer the part of the year that
has the midnight sun. Because, on the other hand, periods of 24-hour darkness also
last longer, most scientists carrying out observations from Antarctica have to “winter
over,” spending six months or so there. Tourists can take a cruise in a week or so from
the southern point of Chile to a peninsula that sticks up from Antarctica.

The total solar eclipse of November 23, 2003, will be visible only from Antarctica,
but not from anyplace as easily accessible as the peninsula near Chile. Making things
difficult, the path of the eclipse is on the opposite side of Antarctica.

A Russian icebreaker has been converted to a passenger cruise ship and regularly
takes Antarctic cruises, usually out of Australia. It is scheduled for 28 days at sea to
reach the location where the eclipse will be visible. I hear the Southern Ocean can be
very rough. But I have a friend who has made over 10 Antarctic cruises because she
thinks they are so wonderful. Whether the eclipse tourists will view the eclipse from
the ship itself or from the adjacent ice is yet to be determined. The ship is to leave
Port Elizabeth, South Africa; visit some islands en route; and wind up after the eclipse
in Hobart, Tasmania, Australia.

The eclipse path doesn’t cross any established outposts. It doesn’t go too far from
Russia’s Mirny Station.

A couple of possibilities are arising for airplane tourists. One expedition will include
several airplanes, which will land on the ice and then make short tourist trips around.

Much easier on the stomach than the 28-day-at-sea cruise will be a 1-day aircraft
flights out of Perth, Australia, and out of Punta Arenas, Chile. Those who want to see
the eclipse have to purchase the seats next to the windows on one side of the plane.
The view from a plane is not as glorious as the view from the ground, but it will still
be spectacular. And the planes can get near to the maximum point, where the eclipse
lasts 1 minute and 57 seconds, and prolong the eclipse by 15 additional seconds or so.

Partial phases will be visible from the southern tip of Chile and Argentina, and also
from Australia and New Zealand.
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