(anaries and the Big Dog

In This Chapter

¢ The newest, best solar telescope in the Canary Islands

¢ Near the Lake Palace
4 Are the Alps in Japan?

¢ A wandering telescope I

Just as the Sun seems to go around Earth once a day, at least from our
point of view on the ground, solar astronomy flourishes at all longitudes.
Efforts from a wide variety of countries—including Sweden, India, and
Japan—give at least a brief picture of the range of interesting things to
tackle in order to understand our Sun.

Gone to the Dogs

The Canary Islands are off the west coast of Africa, about where that con-
tinent bulges farthest to the west. They have been part of Spain for hun-
dreds of years. Early European visitors, including Pliny the Elder, about
2,000 years ago, mentioned the many big dogs found there. Since the Latin
for “dogs” is canes, the location was named the Islas Canarias, which has
been translated as the Canary Islands.




