Above the Air Is Better

In This Chapter

# Rockets take us above the atmosphere to study the Sun
# INASA has launched a series of Orbiting Solar Observatories
4 Crewed spacecraft have studied the Sun

# Views from over the solar poles are rare and reveal the solar wind

One of the popular exhibits at the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space
Museum in Washington, D.C., is the backup module to the one that astro-
nauts used on NASA’s Skylab Mission. This space station was an early
attempt to make scientific observations from space, and the Sun was at the
center of the astronauts’ attention. The Sun has been the subject of study
since the beginning of the space age.

The Air Is Blocking Your View

Several technological developments from World War II proved useful
to astronomy after the war ended in 1945. The Sun, as the nearest and
brightest celestial object, was the first focus of attention.




