Sunbeam

In This Chapter

4 X-rays penetrate

¢ Rockets go high enough to record x-rays

# Yohkoh mapped the x-ray Sun for 10 years

¢ Other spacecraft also map high-energy solar radiation

¢ X-ray telescopes can piggyback on Earth-viewing spacecraft

As the space age advanced, glimpses of the Sun from rockets gave way to
spacecraft that provided longer views. During the 1990s, a Japanese space-
craft named Yohkoh provided continuous, high-quality x-ray images that
allowed scientists to study violent processes on the Sun.

Imaging X-Rays

When Wilhelm Roentgen discovered x-rays in the 1890s, he soon produced
a photograph of his wife’s hand, with her wedding ring showing prominently
around the finger bone. Images like that dazzled the world. Such x-ray
images show both the desirability of using x-rays and some of the problems

with them.




