Plunging into the Sun

In This Chapter

4 Yohkoh’s successor will be even better
@ STEREO will give a stereo view
# Everything’s new over the Sun every day

# Probing the Sun

The images that we get hourly and daily of the Sun from a wide variety of
telescopes on Earth and in space are fabulously beautiful and informative.
But there is always room to do better. A series of spacecraft are planned
for the next half-dozen years that should bring our understanding of solar
processes to an even higher level.

B Follows A

The Japanese Space Agency had great success in its almost 10 years of
operating the Yohkoh mission. The x-ray movies and flare studies at high
energy gave us a continuous view of solar violence that helped us under-
stand the underlying mechanisms. But now it has been a dozen years since
Yohkoh was launched. Before launch, Yohkoh was known as Solar-A. The
Japanese and their collaborators in the United States and elsewhere are
hard at work on Solar-B. Only after launch will we learn its new name.




