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Goals
SciX empowers interdisciplinary collaboration 

and open science by connecting NASA’s 
research communities

SciX is the next generation of ADS

2025 Focus Area
● Expanding community engagement programs to 

new communities
2026 Focus Areas—Scenario 1 (ADS+SciX funding)

● Transitioning astronomers to SciX
● Expanding usage among new communities

2026 Focus Area—Scenario 2 (ADS funding only) 
● Transitioning astronomers to SciX



Farewells

Brit Myers
Community Engagement Coordinator
Left in February 2025
Concentrate on work for 
Arctic Research Consortium for the 
United States (ARCUS)

Stephanie Jarmak
Project Scientist for Planetary Science

Left in July 2025
Joined SourceGraph NASA/JPL-C



Welcome Suze Kundu

Research Community
Engagement Consultant

● Supported SciX launch strategy
● Support SciX internal and 

external comms and engagement
● Support SciX Advisory Board 

meetings
● Support SciX team at 

conferences
● Support Ambassador Scheme
● Support social media content
● Support upgraded SciX

training hub development

Recovering academic 
nanochemist

BSc (Hons), MSc, PhD in 
Chemistry, focus on clean 

energy nanomaterials

PGCE, PGDip and MEd in 
Science Learning and 

Teaching

6.5 years as Director of 
Researcher and 

Community Engagement 
at Digital Science

Trustee of the Royal 
Institution

Professional science 
communicator - presenter, 

writer, public speaker

Dedicated cat mother to 
  



Community 
Presentations
Key Events (Astronomy & Planetary Science)

• NASA SCoPE 
• NASA Assessment Group presentations
• Institute for Advanced Studies
• Naval Observatory
• NASA Librarians
• Astrophysics Data Center Executive Committee (ADEC)
• Observatory Bibliographers Group



Conference Participation
Outreach Footprint

• Attendance and presentations at key conferences 
• Astronomy & Planetary Science Focused Events

○ American Astronomical Society (January/June)
○ American Physical Society
○ Biennial Workshop on the History of Astronomy
○ Library and Information Services in Astronomy 

(LISA 10)

Purpose
• Showcase potential for interdisciplinary science 
• Raise awareness of SciX as next generation ADS
• Highlight new features



Resources Created for 
New Communities
Help Guides

• Improved Quick Start Guide for SciX users with no ADS 
experience 

• SciX UI demo/tour coming soon
Training and tutorials

• “Getting Started with SciX: Exploring NASA’s Research with 
Confidence” series of training videos in preparation

○ Ready for release by AGU
○ Finding a specific paper (sample)

• “Science Explorer (SciX): Open Science Discovery Engine”, 
pre-α Library Carpentry module in development with UCLA 
Libraries 

https://scixplorer.org/scixhelp/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1N-4Pc8A9MpN_ceXEImigQhVMB4eN0-os
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1N-4Pc8A9MpN_ceXEImigQhVMB4eN0-os
https://ucla-imls-open-sci.info/lc-scix-open-science/


Official SciX Launch September 29 
Out of β August 25

Opportunity to generate excitement before end of fiscal year

★ Raise awareness in astronomy, Earth science & beyond
★ Show impact and ROI through testimonials & case studies
★ Engage NASA, CfA, societies, researchers, and more through

press releases, blog posts, social media coverage, and webinars

Message
SciX is more than ADS → it’s the future of connected research.

Expanding from the astronomy-focused ADS to the multidisciplinary SciX helps break down barriers to knowledge 
and unlocks the potential for more impactful research. However, our expansion does not only benefit those 
working in the expansion disciplines, it strengthen astronomy research too. With its in-build visualisation tools 
and other advanced research analysis features, SciX is an evolution we can all get excited about!

Press and Media
NASA Press Release CfA Press Release SciX blog post Intro Video

https://science.data.nasa.gov/features-events/scix-launch
https://www.cfa.harvard.edu/news/new-nasa-backed-research-platform-scix-expands-open-science
https://scixplorer.org/scixblog/scix-launch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgJ-LolRLu8


Post Launch SciX Traffic
Spiked 

settled again at a level higher than pre-launch

ADS traffic 
same 

period

Geralt 2022 
via Pixabay



ADS User Surveys
Annual Surveys Conducted

• 2023: 252 responses gathered. 
• 2024: 325 responses 
• 2025: 372 responses—14% increase

Impact
• Improved user experience and alignment with community 

needs 
• Broader knowledge of community practices and 

perceptions

Survey details provided in Session 2

Up from only 24% last year

Most haven’t tried it



Focused on 
expansion 
communities 
while SciX 
was in β

SciX Transition Outreach to ADS Users

Videos &
Social Media

AAS & APS 
Exhibitor

Participation

Extensive
NASA Community

Outreach

Blog Posts Joint ADS/SciX
Newsletter

ADS User
Surveys



Ambassador Program Launched

155 
Applicants

11 
Ambassadors

3 with
Astronomy 

Backgrounds

In-Person Training 
Workshop

Conference 
Travel Support 

for 2025

Monthly 
Community 

Calls



 

Manuel Marcano
Universidad Nacional Autónoma 

de México

…was discovering ADS tools and features I hadn't used despite working with the 
platform daily. I also found it particularly fulfilling to translate materials into Spanish, 
making these resources accessible to the broader Spanish-speaking astronomy 
community.

Blog Post: “From ADS to SciX: What I wish I knew about 
ADS/SciX during my Ph.D.”
Astrobites: version in prep

Spanish language resources@manuelmarcano

https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/blog/what-i-wish-i-knew-about-ads-scix-during-my-phd
https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/blog/what-i-wish-i-knew-about-ads-scix-during-my-phd


   

Simon Anghel
Paris Observatory

…start my duty as an ambassador during 
my new project in Paris: "Marie Curie 
Postdoctoral Fellowship", for which I 
allocated a part of the budget for 
conferences and networking. Thus, I 
presented SciX to more than 10 
conferences so far, and I was very 
surprised to find out that most of the 
people did not knew about the 
functionalities of SciX/ADS, and they were 
very engaged in following me through 
several examples of using the platform. I 
was very happy to train them and answer 
their questions, knowing that they will use 
it to discover literature in the field, and I 
am looking forward to continue doing so.

@thesimonanghel

Harper Wilkins
Dickinson College

★ Pre-α tester OSL lesson plan 

★ AAS workshop volunteer 

@livwithoutlimit



Looking Ahead to 2026
Scenario 1 (ADS+SciX Funding) 

Goals
• Transition astronomers to SciX by Feb. 2027
• Transfer ADS goodwill to SciX 
• Broaden interdisciplinary collaborations
• Increase recognition and participation across expansion 

communities 
• Increase SMD use of SciX for metrics tracking

Strategic Initiatives
• Increase metrics tracking for engagement success 
• Identify and target key subdisciplines within planetary science 

and heliophysics for intensive outreach
• Develop new roles for graduating ambassadors; evaluate call 

for new cohort 



SciX Resources for Astronomers 
Help Guides

• Don’t panic, SciX for ADS users ready
• What’s New Quick Start and tutorials for ADS users, expected December
• “View this page in SciX” button on all ADS pages coming soon

Training and tutorials
• AAS Workshop scheduled afternoon of Sunday, January 4
• CfA colloquium or seminar to be scheduled 
• 30-second tips & tricks videos for website, social media in planning but 

discouraged during shutdown 
• Researchers being recruited for endorsement statements for social 

media, blog 
Publications 

• Light editorial “Why SciX is good for astronomers” in draft 
• Definitive “What is SciX” journal article late 2026

https://scixplorer.org/adstoscix
https://scixplorer.org/adstoscix


Intensive Communications through Jan AAS
Re-evaluate circumstances post-AAS meeting

• What is funding situation?
• What is community readiness for cut-over?
• What is technical readiness for cut-over? 

Assess what we have produced since launch
• What metrics do we have? 
• What metrics are we missing? 
• What materials were we able to produce?
• Which materials were successful?
• What is missing from the mix?

Plan next six months based on final cut-over date



Looking Ahead to 2026
Scenario 2 (ADS funding only) 

Goals
• Transition astronomers to SciX possibly by Feb. 2026
• Transfer ADS goodwill to SciX 
• Maintain contacts with expansion communities, where 

possible

Strategic Initiatives
• Increase metrics tracking for engagement success
• Identify and promote features that provide greatest 

value to NASA SMD 
• Identify key partners in planetary science and 

heliophysics to solidify and maintain gains in these 
areas



Geralt 2024 via Pixabay
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